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8 The TRUE and wor a 
PROCEEDINGS, Oe. 


HE following account would not have ap- 

red to the public in this manner, did not 
the doubts and ſuſpicions of every body, who was 
not preſent at the coroner's inqueſt, make ſomething 
of this fort abſolutely neceſſary, not only for their 
information, but alſo to clear myſelf and brother 
jurymen of thoſe aſperſions of injuſtice, with which 
we at preſent are loaded. 

One would hardly believe that a caſe, which had 
met with the ſtricteſt examination of upwards of 
thirty people, ſhould not, by this time, have fo far 
ſatisfied the world, as to think all thoſe thirty peo- 
ple were not unanimouſly miſtaken; but ſo it is, 
that I have not met with one perſon yet, who was 
not preſent at the inquiſition, but ſtill thinks this 
unfortunate young woman came by a violent death. 
Thoſe people, I will venture to fay, when they 
read this conciſe, but full account, will ſee it in the 
ſame light with the jury, who had all the advan- 
tages of evidence and inſpection. I have, therefore, 
taken the pains, as far as in me lies, not only to re- 
late the evidence that appeared on the inqueſt, but 
have likewiſe added my own obſervations, together 
with the converſation and ſentiments of the jury, 
and every body elſe concerned, about this unfor- 


tunate young creature. 


On the 1oth day of October, 1760, the conſtable 
of our pariſh, whoſe buſineſs it is to ſummon eight 
men as a quota and a third of a Coroner's inqueſt, 
aſked me if I choſe to be on the jury that afternoon, 


at 3 oclock, fur that a very extraordinary rape and 
A 2 mur- 


(54) 
murder had been committed on the body of a young 
woman, that was buried in St. Ma eee 
yard; which was to be taken up for inſpettion, and 
that ſeven or eight witneſſes were to be examined, 
ſome of whom'Hhad- confeſſed: the fact before juſtice 
_—_ andthereupon 
queſt ſhould be taken, and the law further to 
— he pi fo in force againſt theſe inhuman -wretches. 
was 3 had heard. I told him 1 
would be —— and accordingly went about the time 
mentioned, to the King's Head, the Bowling- Green 
Houſe, at St. Mary-le- henne, where the jury was ſum- 
moned to meet; when I came there I found ſeveral 
of my neighbours and acquaintances, who were 
ſummoned on the occaſion; and on entering into 
converſation, it was natural to fat to anticipate, as 
ta enquire how this affair ſtood: © I was told that a 
young woman was murdered, after having been 
bit treated: by three young rakes of family, 
aud great fortune; that they had all three abſcohd- 
ed, as well they might, for that the law- would 
certainly hang them. On aſking who they were, 
they ſaid, Sir . F-----r was one, Mr. B----r 
another, and one 8 -n, the worſt of them all, 
was the other. What could be the provocation of 
_ this inhumanity ? Nothing more than two of them 
converſing with her at one time: Sn, that he 
would not be a f. only, cut'a wound in her 
thigh with a penknife, and by that means became 


one of the company. I mention this converſation 


to ſhew in what. manner report is capable of in- 


venting facts, which, however 3 are, 
till contradicted by evidence, univerſally received 
to be true. I don't know in my lite time that L 


was ever ſo amazed with a report as I was at this, 


a Coroner was ſent to, that - 
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J fappoſed that the woman might be murdered, but 
could not reconcile to probability the manner in 
which it was reported to be done, turn it which way 
I would : Some of theſe people ſeemed to ſpcak as 
of certain knowledge, for that the woman had de- 
clared it on her death- bed, and that there was like- 
wiſe ſufficient evidence to confirm it. Mankind, 
eſpecially youth, when agitated by ſtrong liquors, 
and wild company, are capable of going great 
lengths in folly and wickedneſs, and often commit 
outrages that come little ſhort of madneſs, but this 
was beyond every thing I had ever heard, or ſup- 
poſed poſſible for any thing human to perpetrate. 
By this time the C-----r had ſent word that he had 
miſtaken the day, and therefore appointed the jury 
to meet on the morrow, at the ſame time and place. 
The jury conſidering this as trifling with their time, 
ſent a meſſage by the B----Ie, that as they were all 
met, and ready to enter on buſineſs, they hoped hg 
would come then, and not give them the unneceſe 
ſary trouble of a ſecond attendance. While this 
meſſenger was on his errand, the C------r engroſſed 
the converſation : It is very odd, ſays one, that the 
C------r ſhould miſtake the day; its an unheard of 
inſtance ; I with there may not be ſomething more 
in this than what ſhould be; it's my opinion that 
the apothecary, ſurgeon, and he, are all alike; 
money can do great things, and there is certainly a 
Juggling together in this affair; the poor creature is 
murdered, that's without doubt, and if there is a 
poſſibility to ſmother it, they'll do it. I don't like 
this ſhuffling, fays another; the C------r was ap- 
plied to about burying her, and he ordered his to be 
interred ; if there was not ſomething in it more 
than ordinery, what bufineſs had the C------r to 
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be conſulted about the burying of a perſon that was 
reported to die of the foul diſeaſe. Aye, aye, 
ſays a third, there's money enough, for they are 
all very rich, and you'll ſee this affair will be huſh'd 
up, and no more will be heard about it; but if 
the C------r don't come, we ought to fine him; 
this met with a unanimous conſent, that fined he 
ſhould be, if he did not come along with the 
B----le, who was ſent for him. By this time, 
which was about 5 o'clock, the B----le arrived 
with a letter, the following whereof is a copy. 


Gentlemen, OF. 10, 1760. 

* You all know me punctual both to time and place 
the miſtake is my own, and I am ſorry,---I conſidered 
* yeſterday as only the 8th day of the month, when, in 
* fact, it was the gth. I ſhall be punctual to-morrow, 
and hope you'll excuſe the error of 

| | © Your humble Servant, 
a 4 E. U. 
The B. le muſt remember I named Saturday, both 
© to him and Mr. B----/s.” | | 


To the ben of the C—rs In ſt, 
Head, Mary.-le-Bonc. 


Tbe B----le was aſked if he remember d the 
C----r naming Saturday, anſwer'd in the affirmative; 
well gentlemen what think you of this? think, why 
it's a ſcheme contrived to give them an opportunity 
of taking away the body to be ſure! and then we 
may meet to-morrow as much to the purpoſe as we 
have to-Gay ! but let us ſo ſecure it that nothing 
of that fort may be done ; how will you do that ? 
why, the C-----r's. warrant to the Conſtable Ge. 
directs the body to be taken up, and depoſited in 


the Bone-Houle, or ſome convenient place, for in- 
ſpection; 
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(7-4 
ſpection; the body muſt therefore be put in the 
ne-Houſe, and lock'd up, till the meeting to- 
morrow ; ſome propoſed fetching it to the houſe we 
were in, as a ſafer place than the Bone-Houſe; o- 
thers were for ſurveying the f of the Bone- 
houſe firſt; however don't let us ſtand here talking 
about it till its dark, for the body muſt not be touch- 
ed after ſun-ſet, we have therefore no time to loſe, 
and accordingly the Sexton was ſent to, that he 
might attend to take up the body. To the church- 
yard we all repaired, and by that time we got there, 
our number was much encreaſed by the town's-peo- 
ple, and others of the deceaſed acquaintance, ſuch 
-as her nurſe, her maid, and ſome who had ſeen her 
on her death-bed ; when we came to the grave, the 
| Sexton demanded by what authority we were going 
to take up a corpſe which had been formally buried, 
the Conſtable ſhewed him the C-----r's warrant for 
that purpoſe, with which the Sexton was ſatisfied, 
and his man was order d to aſſiſt, who greatlyap- 
proved of this precaution, for he was ſure that other- 
iſe it would not be there to-morrow morning, the 
inſcription on the coffin, which was wrote Ann Bell, 
confirm'd it, for that was done on purpoſe to puzzle 
any ſearch that might be made. 

I be relating ſuch a trifling matter as the Sex- 
ton's man's opinion may ſeem entirely needleſs, but 
as the deſign of this narration is to clear up the 
matter to thoſe who were not preſent, I muſt in- 
form them, that what the Sexton's man faid, had 
no ſmall ſhare in creating ſuſpicions in every mind 
that was there, and they conſequently did not fail 
to make the moſt of it when they came to relate 
it; it in ſome degree I very well remember affected 

the Jury; for as Shakeſtear ſays, 
Triftes 


(8) 
es bight as dr, are to the jeakas 
cons ſlrung as proofs of boi rat. 0 
| Spin we aa up and 4 ob oe into the 
Bone Houſe there, then aroſe a very high debate 
Whether the lid ſhould” be unſcrewed to ſee the 
corpſe, ſome ſaid that the coroner's warrant was-com- 
ye with, for they had depoſited the body in the 
ehouſe ; others were of opinion that the face 
of the corpſe ſhould be ſeen by thoſe who were ac- 
ted with- it, that they might be certain that 
they had got the right body; to this it was anſwer- 4 
-ed; that che name on the lid ſufficiently explained 
it to he the right; then again, how do you know 1 
"that yom have any corpſe at all in the coffin? that 
was anſwered by a don't care; if there was no 
corpſe in that would be known to-morrow ; but if 
you dont know that to night, how will you be 
able to tell whether the corple may not have been 
taken away before this, and in that caſe your de- 
poſiting an empty coffin will occaſion a great deal 
- M comfuſien; on the other hand, if you fee that 
vou gepofit the body according to the Alrecdone in 
| he wirrant, if there ſhould be no corpſe found 
te- morrow, you wil know that you loſt it 1 
night. 
- Toltdany body i irhagine that a view of the 17 nn 
' ſhould meet with any oppoſition to caſion debate? 
but ſo it vns, that 1 an arch genius had not taken IX 
- the-eeffin by the end and weighedd it, at the fame 
time dechrinꝝ he did not think any thing was in the 
coffin; r 1 probability the-corple would not haue 
been Ken-chat night, which was now drawing on 
apace 57 during mis diſpute a gentleman which they 
called captain Hahund, inform'd me, that the wo- 


man wa certainly murdered, for ſhe had told him 
5 about 


69. | 
about a week before ſhe dyed, on his telling her to 
have a good heart, for that in a few days ſhe would 
be able to take a walk with him in the fields; ng, 
ſhe ſhould never go out of her room alive, for the 
wounds which that villain 8 n had given her 

would be her death. This, with what I had heard 
before, confirmed me in opinion that there was no 
doubt but ſhe was murdered ; I therefore reſolved 
to take uncommon pains, if it ſhould be neceſſary, 
that nothing ſhould be concealed or overlooked, if 
I could help it, that might be any means of a full 
diſcovery of the fact. The controverſy about ſee- 
ing the corpſe now ſubſided, and the lid of the 
coffin was unſcrewed, and gently moved aſide, the 
covering taken off the face, which , was immedi- 
ately known to be that of Ann Sharpe; every body 
now ſeem d ſatisfied, and by degrees all but a few 
(whereof, I was one) departed, with hopes of enſu- 
ing juſtice: on the morrow, tho' not unmix d with 
apprehenſions that the body would be taken away 
before morning ; it now. became a conſultation in 
what +. 5. 24d. corpſe could be beſt ſecur d; a file 
of muſqueteers were thought very proper, but the 
accompliſhing that ſeem'd to be attended with a di- 
ficult proſpect, and therefore 2 men were to be hir'd 
to fit up and watch it; accordingly the Sexton's man 
and another were fixed upon; for which purpoſe they 
were provided with an old ruſty broad ſword, and as 
ſuitable a firelock. 

The few of the remaining returned to the King's 
Head, in order to ſettle the reckoning, which turn- 
ing out about 55s. good, a bowl of punch was or- 
.dered ; I could not all this while perſuade myſelf 
but the body would by ſome means or other be con- 
veyed away, to prevent the appearance of fo ſtrong 
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an evidence, as there was all the reaſon in the world 
to think, the wounds would be; I was ftrengthen'd 
in my ſuſpicions when I conſidered that a man of 
great * rmne as this $ n was reported to be, 

and that a wicked reſolute wretch like him, that was 
capable of ſuch an action as he was ſuppoſed alrea- 
dy to have committed, would not hefitate a mo- 
ment about having che body, coſt what pains and 
money it would ; I figured to myſelf that two 
ſtout fellows Wich him, to lead them on, ſuffici- 
ently arm d, would very eafily have ſtormed the 
Bone-Houſe, took the garriſon priſoners, and march- 
ed off-with the body ; it was a lucky thing he did 
not, for had he done as it was reafonable to 0 
a murderer would, (to wit) have taken away the 
body, nothing could have cleared him of the moft 
violent ſuſpicion of the fact, being as bad as could 
be thought of; thus he acted well; it was there- 
fore ptopoſed that an application ſhould be made 
to juſtice He, who lived but in the town, for a 
file of mufqueteers, as juſtice H -e will give you 
an order at once; he is as good a fort of a gentle- 
man as ever ed; let's go to him; 3 
heart, ſays one; and with all mine ſays another; 

to juſtice Ee we went, who, according to his 
uſual condeſcenſion, quitted his company in the par- 


Jour, and met us in the paſſage ; we told his wor- 
hip the buſineſs we came 


upon, and that we look d 
upon a file of muſquetteers as abſolutely neceſſary; 
that there were two men hired to ith the corpſe 
in the Bone-Houſe, but that we had met one of 


them almoſt drunk already, as we came from the 


King s-Head; the juſtice very wiſely judged, by tell- 
ing us, that we might reit ourſelves ſatisfied about 


che 9 ſafe, for "that the W 


FE 

away would be conſtrued as guilt, and. therefore did 
not ſee the neceſſity of a file of muſquetteers; we 
urged it as a matter that could be of no detriment, - 
but might, as we thought, be of great uſe ; the 
juſtice Kew adviſed us to go to juſtice F- g, for 
as he had the affair alrcady in hand, he was the pro- 
pereſt perſon to apply to; the juſtice obligingly ac- 
companied us to the door, where we took our leaves, 
and returned to the King's-Head, it was then thought 
adviſable to get the watchman of the town to make 
the Bone-Houſe his reſting place between the hours 
in order to ſtrengthen the guard, it being about : 
o'clock, the watchman was ſent to, call'd up, and 
had his proper inſtructions; we began now to think 
of home, and ſet forwards towards the Bone-houſe, 
which was but very little out of our way ; whether 
the guard heard us at a diſtance or no I can't fay, 
but at our approaching the church-yard gates, which 
is nearly adjoining the Bone-houſe, we were chal- 
leng'd. with a bold and' terrible voice, in the words 
of who comes there ; I deſcry'd it to be nothing leſs 
dreadful than the Sexton's man, who had lain him- 
ſelf under the wall in ambuſhment; I rode up to 
him in order to prove his courage, and made a faint 
as though I had come there as an enemy; but he 
received me ſo gallantly by not only reſolutely ſtand- 
ing his ground, but making ſome motions that in- 
dicated an attack; though I can't ſay but I was glad 
to make as quick a retreat as I could, not knowing 
but he might be in earneſt, tho I was not, and ei- 
ther my horſe or me might contribute towards 
brightening his broad ſword by bruſhing off ſome 
of the ruſt; we ſoon came to the knowledge of each 
other and went into the Bone-houſe, where was a 
good fire, and the coffin formed a ſeat; but I muſt 

| C3 | - obſerve 


—  ——__ — > —_ — ———————— — 


— —u 


— 4 — 


*Y ( 12 J 

obſerve that it was placed as far from the fire as the 
fize of the room would admit; we look'd on the 
face of the corpſe, which was a very handſume 
one, left the guards with a ſtrict charge, and re- 
pared to our reſpective homes. 

Saturday afternoon, 3 o'clock, the hour ap- 
Pointed, we met again at the K:ng's-Head, where 
we found the C---r—-r, who, perhaps, willing 
to make amends for his abſence the preceding day, 
had been there ſome time before the jury ; coun- 
ſellor N. -h was likewiſe there on behalf of Mr. 
S--f--7, it was not long till moſt of the jury were 
come, and by that time the names were called over, 
they were all there except one. Here was a jury 
of three and twenty men, which, tho' there is al- 
Ways four and twenty ſummoned, it very ſeldom 
happens but the number is reduced under twenty, 
even as low az nineteen; and ſuch was the abhor- 
rence of the ſuppoſed crime, that I may venture to 
fay, not a man of them but was as anxious for de- 
tecting the criminal, as tho the deceaſed had been 
his own fiſter ; and, indeed, the murdering a wo- 
man muſt eyer be conſidered, in the true nature 


of things, as the moſt horrid and flagitious crime 


man can be capable of, unleſs it be that of his own 
father; woman, ſo much the ornament of the 
creation, and delight of man, that he would, in 
all probability, degenerate lower than an Hotentor, 


but for her enlivening wit and converſation. If the 
, morals. of this unfortunate were blameable, that 
was no conſideration of the preſent buſineſs ; the 


worſe we are, the mare need there is for time to 
mend. Heaven be praiſed ! we live in ſo happy a 
cquntry for its good laws, that the greateſt of us, 
on no conſideration, is to take away the _ of 

e 
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the meaneſt or moſt abandoned. If many are 
guilty of folly, let thoſe take care-to be free from 
it who are ready to caſt the firſt ſtone: Thoſe who 
are endow'd with better faculties, ſhould look on 
the weak with lenity and compaſſion, and thank 
God that he has enabled them to ſhun the rocks 
that others ſplit upon. 

The jury being ſworn, the C---r---r propoſed 
to us going to the churchyard, and taking a view 
of the body; but this was objected to, till a 
ſurgeon ſhould be ſent for © by the jury, for 
there being none other of the faculty about us, but 
thoſe who attended her in her illneſs, an indifferent 
ſurgeon was thought very neceſſary; the C---r---r 
propoſed that the body might be viewed, and if 
there ſhould appear any occaſion for a ſurgeon, 
that.one might be ſent for : Some were for ſending 
for one before they left the room, others were for 
ſeeing the body firſt, but the majority leaving the 
room to go to the churchyard, the reſt accompa- 
nied, and all bent their courſe that way; by that 
time we arrived there, we had accumulated, per- 
haps, an hundred people, who were all cnrious to 
know how this matter would end. The C--r---r 
propoſed viewing the body, which the jury refuſed 
to do till a ſurgeon ſhould be ſent for; but urging 
it would take up a great deal of time, many of the 
jury conſented to a view without a ſurgeon. The 
C---r---r began calling over the names of the jury 
to collect them together, in order to take a view 
of the body; but ſome of them 1 in their 
reſolution, Middleton or Bromfield were immediately 
ſent to; in the interim there were two ſurgeons; 
who appeared to be ſtrangers, propoſed themſelves 
as impartial people, but the notion of bribery and 


{ſchemes . 


jected; at. laſt the meſſen 
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ſchemes ſo poſſeſſed the jurors minds, that they ſuf 
pected almoſt every body but themſelves ; the meſ- 
ſenger ſtaying a great while, it was often moved 
that the body ſhould be viewed, but as often re- 
— arrived with no ſur- 
1 were not at ; it then in 
= thoſe two gentlemen (= Ln Ab. gh 
furgeons of captain H-—---4's procuring, of whom 
we had no ill ſuſpicion (for he was a friend and ac- 
quaintance of the deceaſed) theſe gentlemen, there- 
fore, were unanimouſly accepted as proper perſons 
to inſpect the body with, and in behalf of the jury, 
The coffin was then brought out of the Bone-houſs, 
and there being a proper kind of a table formed 
for the corpſe, it was taken out of the coffin and 
laid thereon; at firſt it was laid on the back, but 
that not being a fit poſition for inſpecting the 


wounds, which were perceived to be on the poſte- 


riors, the Surgeons turned the body over, and then 
the corpſe laid on the face ; there appeared two 


Wounds, one on the os coxzg7s, or rump bone, the 


other on the moſt fleſhy part of the buttock ; in or- 
der to come at the true ſtate of the wound, the ſur- 
geons ſcarified the laſt mentioned one the length of 
about three inches each way, which operation diſ- 
covered to us that the wound penetrated but juſt 
through the integuments or ſkin, and before the 
{carification was no wider than what a common 


ſiaed quil would have diſtended; itappeared green and 


mortify d, but that was owing to the nature of the 
diſeaſe of which ſhe died, (being an inflamatory, pu- 


trid fever) the other wound which was on the «s 1 


coxigis was much larger than the former, and was 
allo ſcarified ; I placed myſelf cloſe by the ſurge- 
bas did 117 4 ons, 
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ons, and by that means had an nity of a 
very Clear inſpection with them; I aſked them if 
it was poſſible for thoſe” wounds to occaſion her 
death either mediately or immediately? to which 
they anſwered they could not ; they were aſked 
like wiſe if the nerves in the back bone might not 
be ſo much injured by that wound as to occaſion 
her death? to which they anſwered no. By this 
time other gentlemen of the faculty were therewho 
likewiſe examined the wounds ; the jury were all 
called particularly to inſpect and examine to their 
ſatisfactions; every body there beſides had liberty 
to ſee ; which being done, the other parts of the 
body were ſearched, but no wounds appearing, the 
corpſe was again decently put into the coffin ; there 
was indeed a ſmall ſcratch on one of the thighs, but 
that was ſo ſlight as ſuppoſed to be done with à pin, 
not being through the ſkin. 
We then returned to the King's-Head, in order 
to examine the witneſſes who were then ready, we 
all took our ſeats, and there was preſent, beſides the 
'C—-r---r and the Jury, the reverend Mr. Bam, and 
_ counſellor N, who, as I obſerved before, at- 
[tended on the behalf of Mr. S -i; the C---r-=r 
aſked who we would examine firſt ; that᷑ the two 
ſurgeons who had been at the trouble of explaining 
the ſtate of the wounds to us, might not be detain- 
ed, they were recommended. pert] 
Accordingly one of them, Mr. Jobn Wyat, was 
{worn, who being aſked what he — t of the 
wounds, ſaid, that from what judgment᷑ he could 
form, they were not mortal, neither of them pe- 
netrating farther than the integuments or ſkin, 
and that he had known worſe wounds 


by 
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by laying long in bed. He was aſked, if he could 
tell the occaſion of her death? anſwered, he 
could form no obſervation of her death. He was 
aſked, likewiſe, if he thought ſhe had the foul 
diſeaſe ? ſaid he ſaw no ſymptoms of it. He-was 
aſked if thoſe wounds might not have occafioned a 
fever? he Tad he believed not. rf ISS 
Tbe ſecond witneſs was Mr. John Palmer, the 
other ſurgeon of the two, who depoſed, that he 
knew the deceaſed three or four months ago, when 
ſhe lodged in Gonugh-/quare, that ſhe was in a fe- * 
ver, that he attended her, bled her twice, and A 
that ſhe recovered in about ten days; that a Gen- 
tleman brought a phyſician or ſurgeon to her. 
|| *- - Being aſked if he thought ſhe had the foul diſeaſe? 
| | - faid, that when he was ſent for to Gough-Square, 
1 the landlady of the houſe Where ſhe lodged de- 
| 

; 


| & AClared ſomething relative to the foul diſeaſe ; that 
be put the queſtion to her, and ſhe faid ſhe might 
have ſomething of it; he propoſed giving her ſome 
il * - - pills, but ſhe refuſed them: Being aſked what 
| | be thought might occaſion her death? faid ſhe was 
.always in a bad ſtate of health ever ſince he knew 
her, and believe ſhe died of a fever; that neither 
of the wounds were mortal; that on the os coxtpis 
was the moſt material, but if they had been pro- 
perly.drefled, might have been eafily cured : Be- 
ing aſked if the wounds might not be the occaſion 
of a fevet? he ſaid they could ſcarcely occaſion a 
fever, but might; that it was a common cate, and 
what he had obſerved many times in the courſe of 
- his. attendance on the hoſpital; that mortifications 
will proceed from lying on the back for a long time, 
and whan a patient has died, there have ap 
as bad wounds as thoſe or the deceaſed ; and on 
being 
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being aſked . he thought occaſioned wem t 0 
he l they * by ſome inſtrument: he 
was likewiſe aſked if he — any ſymptoms of 
the foul diſeaſe? ſaid he law no —— of it. 

The third witneſs was Mr. John Moody, belong - 
ing to Drury-lane theatre, who depoſed, that on 
the Friday preceding her death, 1 went with Mr. 
Gyffard and Mr. Davies to the lodgings of the de- 
ceaſed at St. Mary-/e-borme, whereupon entering the 
toom, ſhe knew him, and ſaid that ſhe was going 
a journey, and out S— - 1 S- -n be- 
ing aſked what of Stn; how did he uſe you? 
ſhe ſaid, he cut me thus, thus, thus, at the ſame 
time waving her hand. Mr. Moody aſked her if any 
perſon elſe had treated her ill? at which ſhe turned 


thought her in her ſenſes ? he faid he believed her 
in her perfect ſenſes : That Mr. Davies or Mr. Gyf- 
fard aſked her if Sir N P-----r, or Mr. 
3— had ill uſed her? She anſwered no; but 
= S--f--z, Mr. Moody ſaid he took her by the hand, 
= which being convulſed, he imagined ſhe had a 
nervous fever; he had not ſeen her before for five 
months. 
f The fourth witneſs was Mr. beer Davies, 
hkewiſe belonging to the theatre, who depoſed, 
chat on the Friday preceding her death, in order to 
vindicate his character, he was accompanied by 
= Mr. Moody and Mr. Gyffard, who called on Mr. 
XZ Buſs to know if they might ſee the deceaſed ; that 
on coming to where ſhe lodged, Mr. Moody ſent 
: up his => who was deſired to come up; they 
did ſo: Mr. Moody asked her if ſhe knew him? 
the faid ſomething, but he was not ſure what it 


$ ſhe anſwered, your name is Moody. Mr. Davies 
, being asked if ſhe knew him? he faid ſhe did. 
V.. Mod aked her who © hes: the wound? 


— - 


about and ſhook her head. He was aſked if he 


was: He asked her again the ſama queſtion, and 


A > Ce. 
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* ſaid, S==f=n1l;\ S--t--1;_and being asked how ? 
her hand with her finger. 
1 was asked who this Sn was? .anſwered;/a 
rich merchant in the city. She was asked how it 
was cut? ſhe anſwered, with a knife. Mr. Meody 
asked her if any body elſe uſed her ill, either Sir 
Nn F-----r or Mr. B----r ? ſhe ſaid no. Did 
Mr. Davies ever uſe you ill? ſhe declared no. She 
was asked if any unnatural. practices were offered ? 
but ſhe turned her head from them, ſaying, you 
fatigue me. Mr. Davies gave her the character of 
quite a ſober perſon, drinking nothing ſtronger than 
water, till about 3 months before ſhe eloped from 
Turnham-Green; he then ſaw her, and ſhe had 
been drinking ſtrong liquors at the George in 
Drury- Lane. 

The fifth witneſs was Mr. Hey Gyfrard, be- 
longing to the theatre, he depoſed, that on the 
Friday preceding her Death, he went with Mr. 
Mocdy and Mr. Davies, that on entering the room, 
Mr. Moody asked her if ſhe knew him? ſhe ſaid 
no; but on being asked again, do you know me? 
ſhe anſwered yes. Neither of the other two wit- 
neſſes agreeing in this particular, I defired Mr. 
Gyffard to recolle& ; he was very. clear in it that 
ſhe anſwered, at firſt, no. . My. reaſon for inter- 
rupting this evidence, was to know if ſhe was 
fectly in her ſenſes ; and by which may. be * 
e he was ſometimes ſo, and at other times 
delirious, but more of this hereafter. I am not 
by this, charging Mr. Moady or Mr. Davies with 
not giving in their evidence to the beſt of their 
knowledge; but I ſuppgſe Mr. Gyffard might be 
nearer than either of them, and ſo heard the word 
No; which Mr. AMroay in his evidence did not re- 
collect. and Which Mr. Davies miſunderſtood. 
Alter ſhe anſwered yes, Mr. Gyfard ſays ſhe was 
alle d vihat ſhe owed her prelent diſtreſs to; ſhe 


* * : faid 


wd 
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ſaid Sun, S-; and being asked how? ſhe 
faid; fo, ſo, marking her hand with her finger; 
and faid he did it with a knife. Being aſked whe- 
ther Sir Nm F. or Mr. B----r had abuſed 
her? ſhe faid, no, S--f--n, S- t-; the nurſe 
and maid were preſent. | 
The fixth witneſs was Mr. Thomas Bliſs, the 
apothecary, who attended during her illneſs, he 
depoſed, that Sir J/----m F-----r, a patient of his, 
ſent for him, about the beginning of September, to 
Hadabchs Bagnio ; that he went, and having ſent 
for Sir Vm out of the room where he was in 
company, they had ſome diſcourſe, which _ 
ended, Sir }/----m introduced him to one . 
S- t=, the Deceaſed, and Miſs Hg; that Sir 
m, $--t--n, and the deceaſed, were in li- 
quor, but Miſs Y----g was ſober ; that he adviſed 
her, the deceaſed, not to drink in the manner ſhe 
did, for ſhe drank ratifia as tho it had been ſmall 

beer; he likewiſe adviſed Sir Nm to go to bed, 
for that fitting up and drinking would be of great 
prejudice to his conſtitution ; that words aroſe be- 
tween the deceaſed and Miſs Y----g, who faid that 
S- had called her, the deceaſed, whore, and 
# other names; they asked him to drink, but he nei- 
ther eat nor drank with them, but took his leave: 
That S— -n and the deceaſed were put into one 
bed that night, and dined together the next day at 
the Cardigan Head; that he did not ſee her. again 
till the 11th of September, when Sir Vm ſent 
for him to his lodgings in - Spring-Gardens, and in- 
formed him the deceaſed had a bad fever, and de- 
fired that he would attend her; he did fo, and 
found her in an inflammatory diſorder, at one Mrs. 
Parker's in Spring-Gardens ; he returned to Sir 
I/----m, and informed him of her being in a very 
bad ſtate of health. Mr. Bliſs was asked if he 
knew of any wounds ſhe then had? who ſaid he 
care- 


J. 
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carefully enquired into what complaints ſhe had, 
but heard nothing of any wounds; that he attend- 
ed her the next day, and adminiſtered what medi- 
tines he thought was proper, but the fever con- 
tinued without abatement for ſeveral days, and 
finding her improperly treated, in regard to diet, 
being in the way of drinking wine, Gc. told Sir 
= chat it would be adviſeable to remove her, 
far that her remaining where ſhe was would be 
dangerous; Sir m gave him five guineas to 
diſcharge her preſent lodging out of his own gene- 
roſity, as Mr. S--t--7: was out of town, and asked if 
that would be ſufficient : Sir Y----m. likewiſe 
gave him a direction to her father, to whom he 
wrote, and in the courſe of the poſt received a 
letter from him, deſiring all poſſible care might be 
taken of his daughter, and to let her want for no 
advice or aſſiſtanee, and he would ſee it all repaid. 
She was removed to St. Mary-le-bonue about the 
1sth or 16th,, Mrs. Parker was paid two. guineas, 


and the maid of the deceaſed had half a guinea to 


pay for the chair, and other expences ; Mr. B/ 


: viſited her from this time till the 27th, when find- 


ing her continue very ill, and rather worſe, being 
ſometimes delirious, he called in Dr. Smith, when 
a clyſter was preſcribed, and ordered to be admi- 
niſtered; on the 28th the Dr. and Mr. Bl at- 
tended again; when upon aſking if the clyſter was 
given, the nurſe ſaid, ſhe tried, but there were 


ſores, that when ſhe offered it, ſhe, the deceaſed, 


e ied out. This occaſioned a ſurmiſe that it might 
be ſomething of a venereal caſe, and therefore pro- 
paſed an inſpection, which the deceaſed conſented 
to, they proceeded, and diſcovered ſomething like 


a2 wound; and upon a cloſer examination, th 


'Wer2: of, opinion that it was a cut. The counc 


"aſked if it might not be a tumour ; but was an- 
ſwered, it had the appearance of a cut. 


On 
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On the 29th attended again, -whenthe-niaid 
told Mr, Bk that the deceaſed had declared 8 - 
had cut her; that on asking her about it, ſhe 
ſometimes ſaid Sn had cut her, and ſometimes 
faultered; the wound was dreſſed in the uſual way, 
for 2 or 3 days, with no bad aſpect; but on T¹⁴N 
day the 2d of October, on inſpection, perceived a 
gangreen, whereupon a ſurgeon being thought ne- 
ceſſary, they ſent for Mr, Chapman, as a very ckil- 
ful man; he attended her twice, and on the third 
day ſhe died, | MU een 

Mr. Bliſs was asked if theſe wounds cauld in 
any wiſe occaſion her death: to which he anſwer d, 
that if ſhe had not had any wounds at all, probably 
ſhe would have died; for her death was owing" to 
an inflammatory putrid fever. On being asked if 
he was not at juſtice gs on this account 
he ſaid juſtice g ſent for him on Saturday, 
and told him that he had received information that 
the deceaſed had been ill uſed ; but informing him 
how it was, juſtice Eg ſeem d ſatisfied, as indeed 


muſt every body elſe who heard Mr. Bis give his | 


correct and ingenuous teſtimony, xy. 
The ſeventh witneſs was Dr. Talbot Smith, the 
phyſician, who depoſed that on Saturday'the'27th of 
September, he was ſent for by Mr. Bliß, to attend 
the deceaſed, when he found her in a fever; at- 
tended with a thruſh, and a ed it to be a 
loſt caſe; proper medicines were adminiſtered, and 
he thought a clyſtet might be of ſervice, and theres 
fore one was ordered to be given; the next morn» 
ing the nurſe informed him that ſhe could not give 
it, that there were ſores; that on i ion he ſaw 
a wound, which appeared to be à cut; the 
was afterwards adminiſtered ; and he attended her 
again on Tueſday and Wedneſdoy, when there ap- 
| peared ſome favourable ſymptoms ; but on Thurfday 
all the good ſymptoms were gone, and a mortifi- 
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cation coming on, that they ſent for Mr. Chapman, 
the ſurgeon, who dreſſed the wounds; being asked 
if he Rough the wounds were the occafion of her 
death? ſaid, it was his opinion, and which he had 
declared: before juſtice F g, that the wounds 
could no way be relative to her death ; for that ho 
died of a putrid fever. 

The ei ohth witneſs was Mr. Samuel Chapman Sur 
geon, — depoſed, that on Thurſday the 2d of 
Ofaber, he attended the deceaſed, and was ſhewed 
two wounds, one on the fleſhy part of the buttock, 
and the other juſt above the anus; and found a 
gangrening; upon which he apply d proper plaiſters, 
on Friday found they were mortified, and on Sa- 
turday word was ſent him ſhe was dead: being 
asked if the wounds occaſioned her death ? ſaid, 
he wras ſure the wounds could not occaſion her 
death, and that he had declared the ſame before 
juſtice R. -g; he was asked, if he had now in- 
the body; and what he thought of the 
wounds ? He faid it was his opinion that the wounds 
were-not mortal ; ſhe died of a putrid fever. 

The ninth witneſs was Frances Walgrave, the 
nurſe,” who depoſed, that on attempting to admi- 
niſter the clyſter, the deceaſed 'cry'd out, on which 
ſhe deſiſted; that ſhe asked how ſhe came by the 
wounds; and ſhe anſwered S; and and that be 
did it with a'penknife.” | 
The tenth witneſs was Elizabeth H-neybald, the 
maid;' who depoſed, that ſhe had lived with the 
deceaſed about three months; was hired at Turn- 
bam-Green, where the deceaſed was kept by Mr. 
B.;  $--t=- uſed likewiſe to come there; 
and being asked if ſhe knew any thing of the de- 
ceaſed receiving any wounds by S- -? Said no, 
but that ſhe had bee very . by him, from 
the fut to the laſt,” * 
Let 
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Leet us now conclude, from all that has paſſed, 
whether ſhe was murdered or not: That ſhe. re- 


ceived two. words, L admit, and that ſhe'ima- 


gined they would be her death, by what ſhe. ſaid 


to Meſſrs. Moody, Davies, and Gyffard ; I don't + 


mention Captain Hd, , becauſe he was not 

examined; but why he was not, I don't know; 

if he had, perhaps he would have faid no more to 

the purpoſe than did the three beforementioned, the 

whole of whoſe evidence amounts to this; that 

St.- had, by cutting her with a knife, been 

the occaſion of her preſent diſtreſs; this is the 
ſtumbling block; did not ſhe declare that S--t--x 

was the cauſe of her illneſs? and was not that ill- 

neſs tha cauſe of her death? was not ſhe therefore 

murdered ? I fay, No; for as always one ſtory is 

till another is told, let us hear what can be 

{aid on the other fide the queſtion : Twenty-three 

jurymen, five gentlemen of the faculty (to wit) 

a Fauth, three ſurgeons, and an apothecary, all 

of them, upon oath, declare ſhe did not die of the 

wounds ; beſides the C---r---r, the Rev. Mr. 

Boot, and many others, who were not ſworn. , 
She muſt therefore be miſtaken about the cauſe. of 
her Death ; and I can ſee no difficulty in account- 

ing for that miſtake ; for its very probable ſhe had 

no thoughts of death till within a few days of the 
period, and then her ignorance might iuduce her 

to think that as ſhe had been wounded with a 

* knife, nothing elſe could be the occaſion of that 
violent illneſs. I ſaid ſhe might think ſo; but is it 
not full as probable, that ſhe did not think at all, 

when ſhe made theſe declarations. 

'The gentlemen of the faculty that attended her, 
ſay, ſhe was delirious at times; and this is confirm'd 
by her not knowing Mr. Moody ; though ſhe had 
but that inſtant before been told, that Mr. Meedy 
deſired to ſee her; and ſhe, of courſe, expected 
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